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The Talmudical Institute of
Upstate New York in
Rochester, under the guidance
of Harav Menachem
Davidowitz, shlita, has educat-
ed nearly a thousand students
in the thirty-plus years of its
existence. Many of its alumni
have become Roshei Yeshivah,
Roshei Kollel, menahalim,
rebbeim, Rabbanim, kiruv pro-
fessionals and lay leaders in
their communities. 

Anyone who tours the
yeshivah’s beis medrash and
kollel can easily sense that the
learning environment is one of
contentment and that the
talmidim see limud Torah not
just as another class but as a life
pursuit. 

Initially, the yeshivah had
great success reaching numer-
ous students who would not
have succeeded in another
yeshivah. Many of these stu-
dents are outstanding bnei
Torah today. However, in order
to maintain an environment in
which serious bachurim could
reach their potential, given the
spiritual decline of contempo-
rary society, the yeshivah
revised its admissions policy
four years ago, significantly
raising behavioral expectations
for students. The enhanced
atmosphere has pleased par-
ents who are seeking a yeshivah

with a combination of high
standards and a warm environ-
ment, where students will be
able to connect to rebbeim and
beis medrash bachurim, and
where they will also be able to
enjoy wholesome activities. 

The atmosphere in the class-
rooms is one of excitement. But
the yeshivah understands that
it needs to offer more than fas-
cinating shiurim and classes.
Rochester’s talmidim enjoy
participating in a number of
voluntary programs, including
the Early-Morning Hot-
Chocolate Tefillah Program.
While sipping hot chocolate or
coffee, they learn the funda-
mentals of tefillah with beis
medrash bachurim. 

Shabbos programs are
another wonderful experience.
The boys have the option of
participating in the Shabbos
Chumash Program, in which
they are paired up with beis
medrash bachurim for a three-
hour study session on the
weekly sedrah with Rashi. On
Sunday, they are tested on the
material they studied over
Shabbos. Participants receive
weekly incentives and enjoy a
barbecue after eight weeks. 

The Mishnah Yomis pro-
gram enables talmidim to com-
plete that year’s masechta of
Mishnayos with a beis medrash

chavrusa. The program culmi-
nates in a grand melaveh
malkah before Chanukah, at
which prizes and awards are
given out. 

The Megillathon is a pro-
gram in which talmidim study
maseches Megillah with a beis
medrash chavrusa, culminating
in a siyum before Pesach. They
earn prizes for each perek they
learn and $75 for completing
the entire masechta. Each
talmid is also entered into a
raffle that is drawn at the
siyum.

In addition to these learning
opportunities, talmidim enjoy
basketball and swimming
three days a week  at the local
JCC and other locations, and
fun-filled Friday afternoons
playing indoor beach volley-
ball, football, softball and other
sports. They can also join a
group that visits the Jewish
Home, a nursing home for the
elderly. The yeshivah also
offers at least three major trips,
as well as frequent smaller out-
ings and activities.

For more information,
please contact the menahel,
Rabbi Daniel Goldstein, at
(585) 738-1321 or (585) 473-
2810, ext. 15. Rabbi Goldstein
will be meeting with prospec-
tive students in Monsey, N.Y.,
on Sunday, May 20. 

Rochester Yeshivah Offers Enriched
Program

BY S. BLUM

When it comes to finding a
livelihood, the Jewish community
now has a new, one-of-a-kind
resource. 

On its very first day, over 6,000
people visited the parnassahnet-
work.com site, and interest has
been spiraling upwards ever
since. Parnassahnetwork.com is a
one-stop resource for employers
and jobseekers alike. The website
allows jobseekers to post their
resumes (either with a name or
without) for businesses and
organizations to review. If they
are seen as a potential match, they
will be contacted. 

The site also allows employers
to post positions that they are
seeking to fill, along with contact
information to submit a resume. 

In the short time it has been in
service, parnassahnetwork.com
has attracted the attention of
countless jobseekers and scores
of renowned corporations and
agencies with highly diverse
occupations that range from
entry level to high-end commu-
nal and professional. 

The website is the brainchild
of Reb Duvi Honig, founder of
the Learn and Network Kollel
and the Parnassah Expo. The
dual endeavors have, b’ezras
Hashem, paid great dividends for

community breadwinners and
businessmen alike, and helped
bring together a vast group of
parnassah-related resources
from across the Tri-State area
and beyond. This website har-
nesses these connections in a
single, easy-to-use portal that
simplifies the entire process and
opens new windows of opportu-
nity for everyone.

“This site may be a simple idea,
but the reaction I’ve seen so far
tells me that it is a real revolu-
tion,” says Reb Duvi.

For more information, please
visitwww.parnassahnetwork.com
or email jobs@parnassahnet-
work.com.

New Resource for Job-Seekers

BY RIVKA KIRWAN

This Motzoei Shabbos, May
19, is your chance to get an
inside glimpse at what Oorah
does. It’s also your last chance
to donate to the Oorah Auction,
where every prize is only $5.

It’s going to be an action-
packed night full of inspiration
and entertainment, airing live
from Oorah’s Lakewood head-
quarters. The Oorah-thon
begins at 10:00 p.m. and fea-
tures in-studio performances
by big names in Jewish enter-

tainment, including the NY
Boys Choir, Shloime Dachs and
Michoel Pruzansky.

The night kicks off with
Fiveish Hour; fans can call in
and speak with Fiveish himself.
Also featured is a Dueling
Rabbis™ face-off, this year in
an exciting interactive format. 

The program closes long
after midnight with the live
drawing of over $200,000 in
luxury prizes, from a Fiveish-
Mobile Smart car to a trip to
Eretz Yisrael. 

Call (877) AUCTION. 

The real highlight of the
night is the opportunity to hear
from the  people whose lives
Oorah has changed. Listen to
Elizabeth tell her journey, the
story of one family’s relocation
to a Jewish community. Hear
from TheZone campers and
volunteer staff. Let these sto-
ries from the front lines of
kiruv touch your heart. 

The Oorah-thon can be
heard on local radio stations
across the country and is also
available on a hotline — call
(212) 990-8000, pin #7587.

Oorah-thon: This Motzoei Shabbos
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